
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas for Language Development 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To foster language development in children, it is important to create a 

comfortable and enriched learning environment.  Printed below you will 

find suggestions that will help you create an enriched language learning 

environment for your child(ren).  You may find you are already doing 

many of these things but you may just need to do them more often.  

Remember, as a parent, you are the most important person to help 

develop your child's language development.  You are the key to language 

learning success! 

❖  

Remember to put communication demand upon your child.  If language is 

difficult, a child will attempt to point, gesture or use simple 

phrases/sentences.  As the parent, require that your child describe 

things with more detail/description. 

❖  

When talking with your child, stop what you are doing and give him/her 

your undivided attention using eye contact.  Get down to your child's 

level physically (e.g., bend or kneel down, sit in a chair).  Let him/her 

know you are interested in what they have to say to you. 

 

 

Ask open-ended questions instead of yes/no questions.  This requires 

more than a one-word yes/no response.  For example instead of, 

"Would you like to tell me about your day?",  you might say, "Why don't 

you sit down and tell me about your day?"  OR instead of, "Did you like 

the movie?",  you might say, "What did you like about the movie?" OR 

instead of, “What did you do at school today?”, say, “Tell me two things 

you did at school today.” 



❖  

When modeling language for your child, do a lot of talking about the 

"here and now."  For example, talk about what you and your child are 

seeing, hearing, smelling, feeling, doing, etc...  Remember, children with 

language difficulties learn best through real life experiences and 

context.  Learning will become more meaningful to your child if you are 

using language modeling paired with what your child is experiencing "in 

the moment." 

❖  

When speaking to your child, frequently use descriptive words to 

describe your child's environment (for example, soft, colorful, sweet, 

curly, bumpy). 

❖  

Repeat the phrases or sentences your child verbalizes by expanding 

upon his/her verbalizations.  For example, if a child states, "I see a 

doggie."  You might respond by saying, "Oh, you see a big,furry, brown 

dog."  By expanding your child's utterance, you are modeling expanded 

language AND you are validating what your child stated, which creates 

a positive communication experience for your child. 

Speak slowly and clearly.  Break down directions into shorter 

phrases/sentences to improve comprehension.  Use visuals and/or 

object manipulation to help increase understanding. 

 

 

 

 



❖  

Label, label, label!  To enhance vocabulary development, label old 

vocabulary and introduce new vocabulary in your child's environment.  

Describe it, touch it, smell it, taste it (if appropriate), and encourage 

your child to point things out in his/her environment and 

label/describe. 

❖  

Go on a “walk about” adventure with your child.  Take a walk around the 

block or on a hiking trail.  Identify vocabulary in the environment, 

describe what you see together, and talk about the trees, plants and 

animals you see.  Use descriptive words and encourage imaginative 

story telling.  You may expand on this for writing by having your child 

write a journal entry discussing your adventure.  Encourage your child 

to use the new vocabulary he/she learned and create a story about 

what it might have been like if you walked through the area 100 years 

ago. 

❖  

Read, read, read with your child!  Break down reading into smaller 

segments and ask questions periodically throughout the book.  Use 

descriptive words to describe pictures and encourage your child to do 

so as well. 

❖  

Picture Walks and Frontloading: Before reading a book, walk through 

the pictures with your child.  Talk about the pictures and what the 

story is going to be about (prediction).  If there are no pictures, look 

at the title, covers, and story summary on the back of the book.  Talk 

about what the book might be about and relate the topic to an 

experience in your child’s life (e.g., “Remember when…”).  By trying to 



relate stories to an experience your child has previously encountered, 

you can access their world knowledge and work on predicting. 

❖  

Talk about the vocabulary in books by picking 5-10 unfamiliar words-

discuss the meaning, synonyms, and antonyms.  Put the words on flash 

cards to help with word recognition. 

❖  

Use board games to help develop your child's vocabulary and language, 

such as Hullabaloo (Cranium), Whoonu (Cranium), Language Burst 

(Linguisystems), Blurt (www.patchproducts.com), Password, Balderdash, 

and Taboo.  You may also type in vocabulary or language + games into 

google and it will bring up several online free vocabulary game sites. 

❖  

Family game night, dinnertime, and baking are great language 

development opportunities!  Use this time to bond with your child and 

help him/her feel successful in communication. 

❖  

Reward your child with verbal praise frequently.  Acknowledge 

successful communication as well as communication attempts.  For 

example, you might say, "I like the way you used your words,"  “I like 

how you summarized that story”, OR it may be as simple as, "That was 

great!” 

❖  

Paraphrase/summarize what your child told you to clarify his/her 

message.  This encourages your child by validating his/her message and 

provides your child with language expansion and modeling.   



❖  

When your child is having difficulty thinking of a word (word finding 

difficulty), ask him/her to describe the object/item.  If they are not 

able to think of the word after describing it, ask him/her to tell you 

something that goes with it, or where you would find it.  Finally, if you 

know the word they are searching for, you may provide them with a 

sound cue (phonemic cue).  For example, if the word is “shoe”, you may 

say, “Do you mean a sh…”.  Often this will be enough for your child to 

remember the word and will avoid frustration and/or discouragement. 

❖  

Although I encourage rephrasing or repeating information for your 

child, I also encourage providing pause time.  Pause-time allows a child 

to process information and formulate a response.  

❖  

Avoid asking too many questions at one time.  If you ask a question, 

allow pause time.  Try not to rephrase/repeat questions too many times 

as your child may not be able to process as quickly as you as the 

questions.   

 


